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A Message From The Superintendent

Dear Parents and Guardians,

I hope that you enjoyed your weekend with family and friends.  The Hoboken 
Public Schools’ students and families should be very proud of the achievements 
and strides made this past week.   You will read about Wallace School’s American 
Young Voices Chorus, the High School Girls Varsity Bowling Team headed to 
the State tournament, PLTW lessons, and Black History Month projects. There 
are also a number of important events coming up that I would like to draw your 
attention to in this week’s edition of The Herald. 

Our highly successful preschool program will be hosting registration during the first 
week of April.  Preschool registration information can be found on our website.  In 
an effort to best prepare and inform Hoboken families about our preschool program, 
we will be hosting a Preschool Day of Visitation on Wednesday, February 8th 
beginning with an overview presentation at 9:00 a.m. in the Demarest Auditorium, 
followed by classroom visitations at all locations from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
We are also receiving many inquiries from Hoboken families not yet enrolled in 
our schools about Kindergarten and 1st Grade registration as well.  As a result, we 
will also be hosting a Day of Visitation for those interested in Kindergarten and 
1st Grade registration on Wednesday, February 15th beginning with an overview 
presentation at 9:00 a.m. in the Demarest Auditorium, followed by classroom 
visitations at all locations from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

“Working The Musical” will be performed by our very own talented students in the 
Hoboken High School Auditorium on Friday, February 10th at 7:30 p.m., Saturday, 
February 11th at 2:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., and finally on Sunday, February 12th 
at 2:00 p.m.  “Working The Musical” was adapted from real life interviews about 
people who hold all sorts of jobs in the world.  It is a story with lessons about not 
judging a book by its cover and respecting all people no matter what line of work 
they chose for themselves in life. “Working The Musical” has taught our students 
valuable lessons and has prompted very important discussions about humanity.  
The content of this show is deemed PG and there is some language that may not 
be suitable for small children.  

In last week’s edition of The Herald, I announced that four Hoboken High School 
students were accepted to participate in the National Academy of Future Physicians 
and Technologists Summer Institute at the University of Massachusetts Lowell. 
This prestigious learning experience is sponsored by The National Academy of 
Future Physicians and Medical Scientists. I would also like to congratulate Kai 
Tann and Myalee Lanzo.  Both of these academically talented and motivated 
students were accepted to participate in this incredible institute as well.   

This past week, a small team of staff members participated in Google for Education 
Certification training.  As the Hoboken School District transitions a select team 
from Level I to Level II Certification training, another small team will soon start 
the process.  Our goal as a district is to establish a cadre of certified trainers and 
innovators.  

At the start of the school year, the Hoboken School District launched a new 
district website.  In September, we also published and distributed a district flip 
calendar.  I would like to make sure all families reference that published calendar, 
as well as the calendar that has been posted on our website since last spring for the 
most accurate accounting of school days.  Thursday, February 16th is a 1:00 p.m. 
early dismissal and the district is closed on Friday, February 17th and Monday, 
February 20th.  

I also encourage you to get acquainted with the new layout, features, and content. 
Resources like our district calendar, program information, and important notices 
are always published online. I would also like to draw your attention toward our 
social media platforms. Our Facebook, Twitter, and WordPress pages bring district 
and school events, news, and accomplishments to you in real time.

Sincerely,

Christine A. Johnson
Superintendent of Schools

Hoboken Early Childhood Education

www.facebook.com/hobokenpublicschools

www.twitter.com/hobokenschools

www.hobokenschooldistrict.wordpress.com

For the the latest District information, be sure to connect 
with us on social media! We publish all of our school 
news, upcoming event information, announcements, and 
more, for your convenience! 

A Message From The Principal

Welcome, February! 

Punxsutawney Phil did see his shadow, and it seems like we will have 6 more 
weeks of winter, but Staten Island Chuck did not agree declaring instead that there 
would be an early spring. No matter who your groundhog of choice is, one thing 
is for certain we will face either prognostication together and as a community. We 
are prepared and excited for what the next few months will bring. 

We are excited to usher in African American History Month and learn about all 
of the amazing contributions of Americans like Langston Hughes, Rosa Parks, 
Althea Gibson, George Washington Carver and President Barack Obama. We are 
also excited about celebrating the 100 Days of School which will take place on 
Tuesday, February 14th. This day will have our students dressing as if they were 
100 years older and engaging in writing tasks that will have them imagine what the 
world will look like 100 years from now. I can’t wait to read all about it. 

Our children have already grown so much from the fist days of school. They have 
grown physically, academically, and social-emotionally. I am so very proud to lead 
this school and couldn’t think of a better way to celebrate love on Valentine’s Day 
than with the over 600 children who make this school the most amazing place on 
Earth. 

Finally, thank you for returning your surveys regarding your intent to remain with 
us for the following year. We are excited to have received such overwhelming 
feedback. Let the planning begin!

SRG

Connect With Us On Social Media!

Inside the Classroom

The past few weeks, our 
kindergarten artists have been 
working on self-portraits.  We 
began by making word-webs about 
ourselves, so that our audience can 
learn about us.   Then we drew our 
portrait by looking in a mirror and 
drawing from observation.  The 
following days were spent drawing 
details of our favorite things, and 
using paint, markers, crayons, and 
oil pastels to complete out artwork. 
Check out more of our self-
portraits in our online art gallery 
at Artsonia.com and search for our 
school. 
http://www.artsonia.com/schools/
school.asp?id=53058

ECE Upcoming Events

February 3 Brandt Parent Consortium Meeting
  8:45 AM, Brandt Cafeteria

February 9 Workshop: Emergency First Aid -  
  What Should Be in the Home
  Rue School, 5:30 - 7:00 PM
________________________________________

Preschool Enrollment & Days of Visitation

Pre K Day of Visitation February 8, 2017

K & 1 Day of Visitation February 15, 2017

Early Childhood   April 3-7, 2017
Registration Week 

For more information on our Days of Visitation 
and Preschool Enrollment Procedures, please visit 
the Early Childhood Education section of our 
website or click here.

Salvatore. R Calabro Elementary School News

A Message From The Principal
Dear Calabro Learning Community,

Thank you to all of our families who were able to join us at our morning and 
PTO meetings on Friday, February 3rd.  At our Morning Meeting, students learned 
about Black History Month, and the exciting activities that they will take part in 
throughout February. In our K-6th classrooms, teachers will be using the National 
Education Association website to select grade level activities.  In physical education, 
students will learn about famous African American athletes who were faced with 
and broke racial barriers. In music, students will be critically listening, analyzing, 
and composing written responses to the works of jazz musicians including Duke 
Ellington, Count Basie, Ella Fitzgerald, and Louis Armstrong. In art, classes will 
analyze work made during the time of the civil rights movement to parallel how art 
is a medium used to document culture and current events. In Project Lead the Way, 
students will research African American scientists and inventors and complete a 
presentation. In Spanish, classes will be translating an “I Have a Dream” poem 
into Spanish.

Our Jump Rope for Heart fundraiser for the month of February was also shared at 
the Morning Meeting.  Last year, our fundraising efforts earned over $4,000, so we 
hope to increase that total!  Students who raise money through online donations will 
be able to win awards and prizes individually and for our school.  During physical 
education classes and lunch recess, students will practice jumping rope and using 
hula-hoops for exercise.  There will be daily competitions to build school climate 
and raise awareness about heart disease.  We will also have a healthy word of the 
day announced over the loud speaker.  Let’s give it our best effort again this year!

Best,

Joseph P. Vespignani, Ed.D.

Tentative PARCC Schedule

Grade 3 & 4: March 27-31
Monday March 27th & Tuesday March 28th: Math
Wednesday March 29th- Friday March 31st: ELA

Grade 5: April 3-7
Monday April 3rd & Tuesday April 4th: Math
Wednesday April 5th- Friday April 7th: ELA

Grade 6: April 3-10
Monday April 3rd- Wednesday April 5th: Math
Thursday April 6th -Monday April 10th: ELA

Make-Up Testing Dates: April 25th-May 3rd   

Inside the Classroom

Thomas G. Connors Elementary School News

A Message From The Principal

With the second semester well under way, we want to thank everyone for the 
continued support of our students, teachers, and school as we collectively strive 
to provide optimal opportunities for learning each and every day. Our students 
have been taking part in PARCC aligned writing assignments to provide several 
practice opportunities while reviewing the expectations for the various types of 
writing that will be required as part of the PARCC assessment.
 
Our kindergarten classes had the opportunity to practice their viewing and listening 
skills as they enjoyed the Mile Square Theater’s showing of “You’re a Good Man, 
Charlie Brown.” Our K students loved the musical and the opportunity to experience 
one of the many great activities that can be found within our community. 

The month of February allows each and every American to celebrate the rich 
traditions of African Americans. Black History month promotes opportunities for 
highlighting the contributions of African Americans. Connors Elementary will be 
celebrating Black History all throughout the month and will learn a new fact each 
day. We will also host an artist-in-residence. Ms. Sherry Shine will exhibit her 
artwork on February 22nd and speak with parents and students about how her art 
captures the lives of African Americans. Students will also be exposed to art with 
classroom activities culminating in a special program on Tuesday, February 28th. 
Please feel free to join us on the 28th for our program. 

In closing, we want to thank our families for your diligence in having your students 
at school on-time and well-prepared for learning each day. In addition, please 
continue to be mindful that our students’ academic day continues until dismissal 
each afternoon and it is very important that students are not dismissed early unless 
an unavoidable appointment or emergency is involved, as valuable instruction 
from the teacher can be missed in addition to required assignments. 

As always, thank you for supporting the wonderful teaching and learning taking 
place here at Connors! 

Parent & Guardian Academy

Don’t forget about our Parent & Guardian Academy! 
Each month, we offer workshops on topics detailing 
ways to set your children up for success inside the 
classroom. 

Our next event:

Emergency First Aid: 
What Should Be in the Home

David E. Rue Building
February 9, 2017
5:30 - 7:00 PM

Visit our Parent and Guardian Academy webpages by 
clicking the logo or the link above for more information 
on upcoming events!

Upcoming Events

Connors School PTO

Please keep clipping and submitting Box Tops throughout 
the entire school year!  The classroom that brings in the 
most Box Tops from now through February 23rd will 
win a PIZZA PARTY (generously donated to our PTO 
by Dominos)!

Please also remember to earn bonus Box Tops points for 
our school through the Box Tops 4 Education App and 
by registering your ShopRite Price Plus Card at www.
ShopRiteForMySchool.com!

Wallace Elementary School News

A Message From The Principal
Dare I say it again? Great things are happening at Wallace School every day! I once 
again invite you to take another glimpse into our vibrant learning community…

In this week’s update, you can take a peek into our library and G & T lab. Ms. 
Makler, our librarian, and Mrs. Eakin, our G & T teacher, are providing great 
opportunities for our students to learn and engage in activities with peers. You can 
also see an update from our rock star music department. Ms. Safko and Ms. Dziuba 
continue to take our young learners to new places musically. Just last Friday, Mr. 
Bartlett and I stopped in after school to hear Ms. Dziuba and her singers performing 
renditions of Led Zeppelin’s “The Battle of Evermore” and Stevie Wonder’s “Sir 
Duke.” Needless to say we both left for the weekend smiling from ear to ear…

While we are on the subject of our awesome specialist teachers, last week we 
showed how Mrs. Fusco was incorporating writing into her art lessons. This 
week, our physical education team joins her in engaging students with innovative 
opportunities for cross-curricular writing. Ms. Scutellaro, Ms. Lisa, and Mr. 
Lucatorto each chose a class to experiment with a night write. Using what they 
learned in a common planning session about rubric scoring, the PE staff each 
chose a class and assigned students to write about helping a friend improve their 
fitness. This assignment was based on a short article from the American Heart 
Association about the Jump Rope for Heart fundraising program. Each teacher 
used the district’s PARCC-aligned rubrics to score student writing. 

I know what you are thinking… Writing? For “gym” class? That’s right! This 
spirit of innovation and collaboration is the essence of our vision to be an absolute 
leader and trendsetter when it comes to urban education. We would not be able to 
realize these feats without our tremendously hard-working staff. They have our 
most sincere thanks. Be sure to check out some more bulletin board photos below, 
and I wish you a wonderful weekend as we look forward to the week to come…

Martin Shannon
Principal

Please don’t forget to follow the Wallace PTO on their 
Facebook Page (Wallace School PTO Noticeboard) and 
website (wallaceschoolpto.com). 

Wallace School PTO Update

Hoboken Middle School News

A Message From The Coordinator

Next week will we will begin the next round of writing assessments.  Teachers 
will be conferencing with students in class about their past writings, and offering 
suggestions to improve this time.  There are many ways to help your children 
improve their writing, such as writing a family book.  This will teach children 
about their ancestry and help them improve their writing skills.  

Throughout the course of the year, students have been learning the art of research 
and presentation skills. We have been talking about passion and ways to combine 
their interests with their academics.  If there is a topic that you are passionate about 
and you would like to come in and give a “TED”-style talk, we would be honored.  
If you are interested, please reach out to Ms. Donnelly

As always, thank you for your continued support of Hoboken Middle School.  

--Tara Donnelly

Inside the Classroom...

Mr. Joffe’s 7th grade science class is making progress on their body systems posters. 
We will be masters of the circulatory, skeletal, nervous, muscular, respiratory, and 
digestive systems.

Hoboken High School Newsletter
Click the thumbnail below to read the Hoboken High 

School Newsletter!Hoboken High School

HECAC is pleased to present an interview with Dr. Tamika Pollins, the new Principal of 
Connors Elementary. Her journey as an educator began with a high school job working at 
a pre-school. Years later, Dr. Pollins earned her Doctorate in Education, which explains 
the affectionate nickname, “Dr. P”. Dr. P joined the Hoboken Public School district this 
year ready to take the students to new heights.  

Check out our newest blog post to learn more about her.
https://medium.com/@hecac/an-interview-with-connors-principal-dr-tamika-pollins-
8f08bc74c367#.268zpy185

Upcoming Events

February 10   Report Card Distribution
February 16   1:00 dismissal on
February 17 &20 School Closed for 
   President’s Day

Social Media Connection

TG Connors Elementary

Connors Elementary School is on Facebook and Twitter! 
Stay up to date by liking and following our social media 
pages!

@ConnorsSchool

Gifted and Talented Students Get into Character

The German philosopher, Friedrich Nietzsche, once stated “What does not destroy 
me makes me stronger.” Using that quote as inspiration, Gifted and Talented 
students researched famous individuals who have persevered in the face of 
adversity.  During this unit, students learned that disabilities don’t always define 
a person, but rather make someone resilient and builds their character.  At the 
conclusion of our Overcoming Adversity unit, students presented their celebrity, 
dressed in character, to their peers.

Growth Mindset Image of the Week

Middle school crafters got busy with beading this week 
as they created necklaces with waxed cord and beads. 
Instead of using metal clasps, the students created an 
adjustable size necklace using slip knots. 

Middle School Sewing & Crafts Club

Music Department is Truly in the Groove

Band and chorus rehearsals are in progress and we are 
learning exciting new music for the spring shows.  Band 
members are preparing selections from Star Wars, the 
musical Wicked, and pop music.  The third to sixth grade 
chorus is advancing to sing music in two and three- part 
harmony.  They are reading from standard choral sheet 
music.  Current songs include: “Don’t Stop Believin’” by 
Journey and “See You Again” by Charlie Puth. 

Students in kindergarten and first grade are busily learning 
how to read notes on the treble clef and clap rhythms. 
Second and third graders just finished a huge unit on the 
four musical instrument families. Fourth and sixth graders 
are excelling in keyboard methods, playing with both 
hands and reading music with great ease. Fifth graders 
are finishing up an Instagram project, commemorating 
the lives of great musicians and composers with an essay, 
poster, and musical performance.

The second grade chorus is already working on their 
fourth song of the season! Every Monday and Wednesday, 
they are faithfully showing up before school and singing 
partner songs, mashups, and songs in two-part harmony.

We are pleased to begin our American Young Voices 
Choral Program.  It’s a chorus festival with schools 
participating from all over the area.  It takes place on June 
1st at the Prudential Center.  We already had 4 rehearsals, 
and the students are doing a great job! Students who 
signed up in grades 2-6 are learning multicultural, pop, 
and standard choral music in two-part harmony and 
multiple languages.  The music is advanced, and it will 
improve the students’ choral reading skills.  Also, they 
will learn choreography to accompany the songs at the 
festival.  

If anyone has questions or would like to participate in 
some of our musical endeavors, feel free to contact Ms. 
Dziuba or Ms. Safko.
kdziuba@hoboken.k12.nj.us
stephanie.safko@hoboken.k12.nj.us

Digital Backpack

Be sure to check our Digital 
Backpack for all the latest 
flyers, announcements and 
event information!

Click here to visit our Digital 
Backpack page.

PLTW: Inspiring our Students 

A Hoboken Public School District Video Production

Budding Artists

For the month of January, students in 
fourth grade have been completing 
a research project on Martin Luther 
King Jr.  In honor of his birthday and 
the upcoming Black History Month, 
students watched a video and read 
two articles on his life.  While reading 
the articles and watching the videos, 
students looked for character trait 
words that described who he is and 
his actions.  After analyzing the three 
sources, students determined three traits 
that exemplified Martin Luther King 
Jr.’s character.  To conduct research for 
this project, they completed a series of 
graphic organizers and used various 
websites to read his famous speeches.  
Now, students are in the process of 
turning their research into an analytical 
essay proving why their three traits 
describe Martin Luther King Jr.  Fourth 
graders are using exact text evidence from their three sources to justify their 
claims as well as working on adding in explanation phrases and reviewing the 
APE writing method they’ve learned (Answer, Prove, and Explain).  
Fourth graders are becoming great writers and this project displays all their 
abilities learned this year in both social studies and language arts.

A Look Inside the Wallace Library

“I have always imagined paradise as a kind of library.” 
- Jorge Luis Borges

Our students come to the library for many reasons. The 
first, of course, is to pick books and spend some time 
reading on their own and with friends. Print books are 
alive and well at Wallace! As a media specialist, I love 
to spend time teaching students about research and what 
to trust on the Internet. You can’t trust everything you 
read, so critical thinking is key! I also love doing read-
alouds with younger students. A highlight of the library 
is when classes come to use the beautiful Mac lab. On 
these computers, students do everything from coding, 
to typing, to research. Over the past few weeks, we’ve 
worked hard on finding and paraphrasing information. 
Stay tuned for another look inside the library in the 
coming weeks.

The entire Project Lead The Way Team in the Hoboken Public School District has 
been busy. Click the picture above to watch a short highlight video from this year.

In PLTW Launch, kindergarteners are currently studying “Structure and Function: 
The Human Body.” They started the module by learning about the different parts 
of the body. They have since been creating models of their lungs and the muscles 
in their arms as well as using a word bank to find descriptive words to add to the 
sketches in their Launch logs.

Let’s fight the flu together!

With cold and flu season underway, we’d like to remind 
you to set up the Kinsa thermometer with your phone so 
you can use it immediately when needed. This will help 
avoid any panicked sick kid moments down the road! If 
you have any issues with set up, please contact Kinsa 
customer service at support@kinsahealth.com . Let us 
know what you think once you use it!

If you did not redeem a thermometer before the Dec. 1 
deadline, you can still download the free Kinsa app and 
participate in the Calabro school group.

On Friday, January 27th, Nurse Hoffman at Connors 
Elementary School presented a 25 minute lesson on 
hygiene with 3rd grade students.  Topics of discussion 
included how to keep our bodies healthy, proper ways 
of keeping clean, oral hygiene, ways to avoid germs, 
and procedures on contacting the nurse. This was an 
especially relevant presentation due to the germs and 
illnesses that have been affecting our school community 
over the past few weeks. Students were very excited to 
engage with the nurse in the classroom.

Brandt’s Counselor Corner

Brandt School Counselor Jessica Hosbach was so excited 
to have a chance to meet all the wonderful parents from our 
Brandt family on Tuesday. During the meet and greet, Ms. 
Hosbach discussed the different ways she will be working 
with the students throughout the school year.  Among them, 
the classroom guidance sessions, that focus on topics such as 
good manners, getting along with others and learning how to 
make good decisions.  

Ms. Hosbach wants to all that came to the event, and looks 
forward to working together to help make your child’s school 
year a successful, rewarding experience.

Future Authors
Students in Ms. Corea’s first-grade class have been working on paragraph writing.  They 
use the hamburger model for writing their paragraphs.  The hamburger model includes 
a topic sentence (top of the hamburger bun), juicy details to support the topic sentence 
(meat, cheese, lettuce, tomato, etc.), and a closing sentence to restate the topic sentence 
(bottom of the hamburger bun).  (Pictured right).

In first grade PLTW Launch we have been learning about ultraviolet rays from our 
sun.  The problem in our story is that we have to save our 3 friends’ playground 
from the sun.  In groups, students made sun protection models.  We then tested 
the sun protection models with UV light and UV beads.  All of our sun protection 
models worked and solved our problem.  The first graders are now skilled 
engineers! 

Martin Luther King Jr. Research Project   

Calabro’s Counselor Corner

I am excited to begin my time here as the 
School Counselor for the students, staff, and 
families at Salvatore R. Calabro Elementary 
School.  As part of my work here, I will be 
offering a range of supportive services.  
Supportive services may vary from individual 
counseling, social skills group counseling, 
and classroom discussions on topics such as 
bullying, managing your feelings and good 
decision making.  Social skills groups focus 
on similar topics and also encourage student 
social achievement within the classroom.

Students, I am here to help you with:

• Working out friendship problems
• Setting goals
• Working well with others
• Feeling good about yourself 
• Adjusting to a new school
• Learning how to make decisions
• Managing your feelings (stress, worry, anger, etc.)
• Dealing with peer preasure and bullying

Mrs. Hosbach
jhosbach@hoboken.k12.nj.us

February 7  PTO Meeting 8:00 AM
February 10   Report Card Distribution
February 16   1:00 dismissal on
February 17 &20 School Closed for 
   President’s Day

Inside the Classroom

Over the past few weeks, our K-2 students in the Urban 
Arts enrichment of our Passport to Learning after-school 
program have been working with animals. Students were 
able to explore the difference between realistic versus 
comic animals by focusing on colors, shapes, and eye 
designs. Students also learned the difference between 
landscape and portrait orientation. Students were very 
excited to compile their various spectacular works into an 
animal book for display. 

Check out some of the impressive work our students have 
completed thus far: 

Students have been involved in a peer-teaching unit with Native Americans. 
Small groups of students were assigned a region of the United States and were 
charged with researching the Native Americans of that region and creating a 
presentation to peers. After each presentation, classmates used a rubric to peer 
assess the presentation of their peers. The following day, students participated in 
an interactive activity to engage in similar life activities for Native Americans in 
that region. For the Southeast region students listened to a story named “A Boy 
Called Slow” and were able to create a Native American name for themselves 
using a characteristic and a piece of nature. For the Great Plains region students 
learned about why Native Americans created dream catchers. The web of the 
dream catcher is meant to filter out the bad dreams so that only the good dreams 
can flow through. For the Southwest region students learned about the importance 
of rain and that Native Americans in this region often performed rain dances. 
Students were able to create their own rain dance. One of our students actually 
teared up during our rain dance and it is now our class joke that our rain dance 
worked. For the final region, the Northwest region, we are creating totem poles 
that represent our individual personalities.

5th Graders Explore the Various Native American Cultures

The Wallace American Young Voices singing group. 

Inside the Classroom

In addition to completing narrative tasks with all of the first graders throughout the 
district, Ms. Gualario’s first graders just wrote and illustrated their own personal 
narratives, now proudly on display. 

A look at Ms. Ramos’ second grade class bulletin board shows some great effort 
by her learning community!

Some grade 6 band students strike a pose. 

Analyzing the Superbowl

Students in Ms. Minogue’s  7th grade English class read 
an article about the upcoming Super Bowl and made 
predictions about who was going to win. They then 
used text evidence from the article to support their claim 
in a night write and also worked together to create an 
exemplar in class. They are  a class divided...half of the 
students think the Patriots are going to win and the other 
half is rooting for the Falcons. They can’t wait to re-
examine their predictions after the Super Bowl and see 
whose predictions were most accurate! 

Mr. D’Bernado reports that his eighth grade social studies class, students are 
learning about World War I through primary sources, including propaganda 
posters, photographs and political cartoons from the time. Using authentic letters 
from the front lines, students are creating their own letters that reflect the tone and 
style used by the original writer. They need to extract evidence from the original 
letters or primary sources to support what they write. This project involves 
narrative writing, as well as research and analysis. The lessons also touch on the 
fact that Hoboken had a major role to play as the port of embarkation for soldiers 
bound for Europe 100 years ago as the United States got involved in the war. This 
is terrific example of authentic learning. 

Ms. Falcone’s period 2/5 English class has been engaged in the novel, The 
Wednesday Wars by Gary D. Schmidt.  The novel takes place in 1967 and is told 
through the point of view of middle school student Holling Hoodhood.  The novel 
explores the challenges Holling is facing as an adolescent during this time period, 
describing the effects of the Vietnam War on his community, as well as his own 
personal conflicts.  Students researched the Vietnam War, along with other pop 
culture references during this year, such as Mickey Mantle from the New York 
Yankees, in order to gain a better understanding of the setting of the novel.  This 
week, students have been focusing on character analysis, as well as the conflicts 
that are developing.  Take a look at the book trailer below and feel free to check out 
the book at the town library to read along with your child!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=raEIPt4HqjI

Nurse’s Corner

Our PLTW Biomedical Science students particiated in a 
sheep brain dissection, hosted by The Stevens Biomedical 
Society on Friday at Hoboken High School.

Authentic Literacy in Social Studies

The Wednesday Wars

Hoboken Early Childhood Advisory Council

Project Lead The Way

Passport to Learning

Ms. Corea’s class demonstrating their paragraph writing work, 
with the hamburger model!

http://www.artsonia.com/schools/school.asp?id=53058
http://www.artsonia.com/schools/school.asp?id=53058
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=2822372&pageId=4140277
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=2822372&pageId=6639070
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=2822372&pageId=6639070
http://www.ShopRiteForMySchool.com
http://www.ShopRiteForMySchool.com
http://wallaceschoolpto.com
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_2822288/File/Weekly%20Updates/HHS%20'17/february/HHS%20newsletter%202-3-17.pdf
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_2822288/File/Weekly%20Updates/HHS%20'17/february/HHS%20newsletter%202-3-17.pdf
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